Sc.10 RESPECT MY BIOME REGION

PART B: Environmental Issue Letter or Poster
Now that you have learned about the interactions between the animals and plants that live in your biome region, it is likely that you would be upset if an environmental catastrophe disrupted the balance in those ecosystems.

Goal

· Your goal is to take all that you have learned about your biome region and write a letter to the government of one country in your biome region or create a public awareness poster (http://edu.glogster.com/)for the people of one country in your biome– in order to save it from environmental threat.
Role

· You are the president of an organization that is concerned about an environmental issue in that country.
An issue such as:

· Extinction of a plant or animal species

· Air pollution

· Acid rain

· Agriculture – pesticides, fertilizers

· Climate change, global warming

· Habitat destruction – such as deforestation, desertification, agriculture

· Water pollution – heavy metals, sewage, fertilizer run-off

· Landfills

· Soil degradation

· Overharvesting of forest or fish etc.
Audience

· You need to convince the government of that country to change their practices and/or make laws to protect the land or resource involved.
OR
· Produce a visually appealing poster that informs your peers about an environmental issue in that country and educates them about one solution that would decrease the environmental impact
Standards and Criteria for Success

No matter which option you choose:

· Include a full description of the issue

· Include quotes/facts to support your understanding of the issue
· Make a connection between the ecology (ecosystems) of the biome and the environmental issue – be specific
· Clearly explain one possible change that would decrease the environmental impact

· Clear arguments for why the changes are necessary. Identify at least 2 of the following arguements: moral, ethical, social, economic, political, cultural and/or environmental

· Use at least 2 sources and cite them in noodlebib

Specific Requirement of the Options
	Letter
	Poster

	3 paragraphs min
	3 visuals min

Supporting text required


PART B: Assessment rubric:



Name: ______________________ Bl: _____
	Beginning
(Does not meet)
	Developing
(minimally meets)
	Accomplished
(meets)
	Exemplary
(exceeds)

	0
	1-2
	3-4
	5-6

	Communication in Science

	The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors to the right
	The student uses a limited range of scientific language correctly.

The student communicates scientific information with limited effectiveness.
	The student uses some scientific language correctly.

The student communicates scientific information with some effectiveness.
	The student uses sufficient scientific language correctly.

The student communicates scientific information effectively.

	· Sufficient scientific language – relationships, organisms at each trophic level, food chains/ webs, bioaccumulation, adaptations

· Enough text – to explain the issue, arguments and solutions
· Include quotes/facts to support your understanding of the issue
· Organized in paragraphs or bullets, headings used
· Pictures captioned
· Logical flow

	The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors to the right
	The student makes little attempt to document sources of information.
	The student partially documents source of information.
	The student fully documents source of information correctly

	· 2 sources used minimum
· Correctly cited using APA, MLA or Chicago format – using Noodlebib.
· There is no doubt that the work is yours alone – not copied from a student or the internet

	One World

	The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors to the right
	The student states how our understanding of the ecology of a biome region may be used to address a specific environmental issue.

The student states but does not describe the implications of the environmental issue -  interacting with one or two of the following factors: moral, ethical, social, economic, political, cultural and environmental
	The student describes how our understanding of the ecology of a biome region may be used to address a specific environmental issue.

The student describes the implications of the environmental issue -  interacting at least one of the following factors: moral, ethical, social, economic, political, cultural and environmental
	The student explains how our understanding of the ecology of a biome region may be used to address a specific environmental issue.

The student discusses and evaluates the implications of the environmental issue -  interacting with at least 2 of the following factors: moral, ethical, social, economic, political, cultural and environmental

	States: give a specific name, value or other brief answer without explanation

Describes: give a detailed account or picture of a situation, event, pattern or process

Explains: give a detailed account including reasons or causes

Discusses: offers a considered and balanced review that includes a range of argument factors or hypotheses. Options or conclusion should be presented clearly and supported by appropriate evidence.

Evaluates:  assesses the implications and limitations: makes judgments about ideas, works, solutions or methods in relation to selected criteria.


