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Website: www.mrlawsonscience.weebly.com/

	Welcome to Science 10!

Congratulations on entering the last mandatory science class you will have to take in high school!  The goal of the course is to both prepare students for senior science courses, and to provide an arena in which students are able to explore in more depth the Science 10 curriculum as well begin to consider senior level science course selections.



Through discussion, activities, labs and projects, Science 10 will help you develop your understanding of the four main disciplines of science – Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Earth Science. The content of this course will be tested at the end of the year in the form of a provincial exam worth 20% of your mark. The ultimate purpose of this course is to help you select the most suitable choices for your senior science courses. The curriculum will be based upon the prescribed learning outcomes as described in the Ministry of Education’s Integrated Resource Package (IRP).  The topics, in order, are:

COURSE UNITS (we will generate our own question this year!)

	Unit Topic
	MYP Unit Questions from 2012-13
	Area of Interaction

	Chemistry
	How can I communicate like a chemist? 

What are the consequences of collisions? 
	Human Ingenuity

	Chemistry: Radioactivity
	How can radioactivity be used for human gain? 


	Health and Social Education

	Earth Science: Plate Tectonics
	How do the secrets underground affect the outcomes on the surface? 
	Community and Service

	Biology: Ecology
	How do we maintain balance? 
	Environments

	Physics: Motion
	How does one thing affect another?
	Human ingenuity


Each student is expected to:

1) Come to class, on time, every time, prepared to work. 

2) Act safely and maturely in class

3) Respect the rights of other students to obtain an education, and the rights of the teacher to do their job.

What materials are needed for each class?

1. Section of a 3-ring binder with paper 
2. Notebook that stays at school. (Due 2nd week of school!)
3. Agenda book to record homework, due dates and exam dates

4. Pens (various colours), pencils, ruler

5. Calculator (required during the physics unit)

6. Science Probe 10 textbook (which you will cover with paper)

Evaluation and Expectations 
Science 10 is a demanding course. You should be prepared to do homework most days and keep up with assignments and external reading. Bring all necessary classroom supplies and textbook to class everyday, unless told otherwise.
Homework: Homework will be marked daily for completion. Incomplete homework will affect your work habits
Be on time: It is expected that at the second bell you are in your seat and ready to start the opening activity with your books open. Doors will close at the second bell and late comers must wait quietly on the bench until it is the appropriate time to let you in. This again will affect work habit marks
Deadlines: It is expected that you hand in your completed assignments by the due date at the beginning of class.  Late assignments collected up to the following class will be marked as late but will receive full assessment. Any assignments handed in after that point will be used to determine pass or fail for the term. If special extensions are needed, please ask well in advance of the due date. Rough draft deadlines are optional but if met will lead to better achievement on the final product.
Absences: All absences from the class must be excused by a phone call to the office on the day you are absent (call 981-1234 ext. 1300 before 8:25 a.m.). You are responsible for getting caught up with the material you missed – all information is found on my website: http://mrlawsonscience.weebly.com/. If you can’t find the missed work on the website – ask a friend or email me. If you arrive to class following an absence without having caught up- this will affect your work habits marks.
Checkpoints/Tests: After each topic (usually a chapter) a checkpoint will be written. These quizzes will be marked and recorded. You will have the opportunity to improve your mark for each learning outcome on the unit test.
CHEATING is a serious offence and will result in a score of zero, notes to your counselor and administrator and a call home. Refer to the student agenda for further details.

Assessment: You will be expected to take an active role in assessment and be responsible for your own learning.  With the help of your teacher and your peers, you will develop the ability to understand what you have already learned, determine what you have yet to learn, and decide how you can best improve on your achievement.  We will assess all concepts, assignments and labs using performance-based rubrics that have clear criteria.  

Missed Tests: Should you have an excused absence from a test, you will write it on the following Tuesday at 3:00pm in W203. Note: no make-up tests will be written unless an email is sent in advance by the student and a follow-up note/email is sent from home.

How can you get extra help?
Tuesday’s and Thursday BEFORE school 7:45-8:15 in W205
Or Wednesday’s at lunch in W205
Anything Else?
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to talk to me during class or email me from home. I am looking forward to a fun and exciting year of Science 10!!
Again please remember to go to my website if you have any questions: 
http://mrlawsonscience.weebly.com/ 


