
THE	KINETIC	MOLECULAR	THEORY	(KMT)	

Matter	is	made	up	of		 	 	 	 	 	that	can’t	be	seen	with	the	naked	eye.		The	particles	are	

always		 	 	 	 .		

	

The	kinetic	molecular	theory	describes	how	these	particles	behave	in	each			 	 	of	matter	and		 	

	 	 	 of	state	as	well.	

	

It’s	called	the	KINETIC	Molecular	Theory,	because	KINETIC	energy	=	energy	of	______		______________________	

(remember,	the	particles	are	always		 	 	 	 !)	

	

The	Main	Points	of	the	Kinetic	Molecular	Theory	(KMT):	

1. All	matter	is	made	up	of		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 .	

2. There	is		 	 	 	 	 	 	between	the	particles.	

3. Particles	are		 	 	 	 	 to	one	another.		

4. Particles	are	constantly		 	 	 	 ,	and	they	collide	with		 	 	 	and	the			

		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 .		

	

	

	

	

	

	

5. 	 	 	 	 	makes	particles	move.		The	more	energy	particles	have,	the		

	 	 	 	they	move	and	the		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	they	get.	

	
	
	



Homework:		Key	Words	List:		Define	the	terms	solid,	liquid,	gas,	Kinetic	Molecular	Theory	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 SOLID	 LIQUID	 GAS	

Takes	the	shape	of	its	
container?	
(yes/no)	

	 	 	

Fixed	volume?	
(yes/no)	

	 	 	

How	are	the	particles	
moving?	

	 	 	

How	much	space	is	
between	the	particles?	

	 	 	

How	strong	are	the	
attractive	forces	between	

the	particles?	

	
	
	

	 	

How	much	energy	do	the	
particles	have?	

(low/medium/high)	
	 	 	

What	is	an	example	of	
something	in	this	state	of	

matter?	
	 	 	

	

	 	


