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In Algebra word problems, you are always looking to solve for a variable - the unknown.  

Read the question and determine:

1. What are we looking to solve for? (what is the unknown?)
2. What variable can be used to represent the unknown?

3. What is the equation to solve for the variable?
1. The sum of two numbers is 39.  Twice the first number, n, plus 3 times the second number is 101.  Find the numbers.

2. The cost of a pen is 3 times the cost of a pencil.  

The cost of 4 pencils and 3 pens is $9.75.  

What is the cost of a pencil?

3. Margaret has twice as many dimes as nickels.  

The total value is $3.50.  

How many nickels does she have?

4. The cost of a concert ticket for a student is $2 less than one half of the cost for an adult. 
The cost of the student ticket is $5. 

Let “a” represent the cost of an adult ticket. Write and solve an equation to determine the cost of an adult ticket.
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