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In Algebra word problems, you are always looking to solve for a variable - the unknown.  

Read the question and determine:

1. What are we looking to solve for? (what is the unknown?)
2. What variable can be used to represent the unknown?

3. What is the equation to solve for the variable?
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	Allie bought 22 t-shirts for her fundraiser. In total, she spent $231. How much was each t-shirt?




1. What are we looking to solve for?
2. What variable can be used to represent the unknown?

3. What is the equation to solve the variable?

856 copies of a school yearbook were sold. Four-fifths of the students bought a yearbook. 

How many students are there in the school in total? 

1. What are we looking to solve for?

2. What variable can be used to represent the unknown?

3. What is the equation to solve the variable?

How many students did not buy a yearbook?
The length of a rectangle is 2cm less than 7 times the width.  The perimeter is 60cm.  Find the width and the length.  
1. What are we looking to solve for?

2. What variable can be used to represent the unknown?

3. What is the equation to solve the variable?

Joey scored 16 points in his basketball game, which was 20% of the total score for his team. How many points did his team score in total?
1. What are we looking to solve for?

2. What variable can be used to represent the unknown?

3. What is the equation to solve the variable?
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