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Unit 1


1.2 Unit Price





Name: __________________
Unit Price

- the cost of one unit

- a rate expressed as a fraction in which the denominator is 1

- helps to compare prices to find the best buy

- Ex. 
Maple Leaf Foods sells a 250 g package of meat for $4.99


Olympia Meats sells a 375 g package of meat for $6.09


Determine the cheaper price!

Unit Rate

- the rate or cost for one item or unit

- you can set up a proportion or do simple division

- Ex.
It costs $2.68 for 4 rolls of paper towel. Find out the cost of 1 roll of paper towel.

Example 1

Rosa buys supplies for the hamlet office in Arviat, Nunavut where she works as a clerk. She wants to buy pens. The supplier sells a box of 12 pens for $6.25. Calculate the unit price of 1 pen.

Example 2

Claire picks fresh strawberries at a U-pick farm in Portage la Prairie, Manitoba. If she fills a pint basket (0.5506 litres), it will cost her $1.50. If she fills a 4-litre ice cream pail, it will cost $9.00. Which size of container will give her a better buy?

Activity 1.3 Which Price is Right?

You and your partner own a janitorial service. Your janitorial service buys cleaning products for the office buildings that you clean. Before you make any purchase, you research prices from local stores or online stores to calculate and compare the unit price of each item. Record your research on the table below.

Highlight which packaging size has the lower cost per unit.

Comparing Different Sizes - Same Brand
	Item 
	Smaller Size
	Price
	Unit Price 
	Larger size 
	Price 
	Unit Price 

	Light bulbs 
	3
	$2.49 
	
	6 
	$4.49 
	

	Paper Towels 
	3 
	$3.69 
	
	6 
	$6.49 
	

	Garbage Bags 
	20 
	$8.79 
	
	30 
	$9.99 
	

	Sponges 
	5 
	$7.95 
	
	8 
	$11.99 
	


Discussion Questions

1. For each item, which size of package is the best buy for your janitorial business? Why?

2. Why might a package of 20 garbage bags have a lower cost per unit than a package of 30 in the same brand? What is the better buy?

3. Why might a person choose to buy the product that does not have the lowest unit price?
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